


Crocodilian skull shapes. Left: Gharial. Center: Alligator. Right: Crocodile.
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Fig. 1. Schematic view of crocodilian relationships based on (a)
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Post-occipital
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Ventral
Location of crocodilian scale

types (modified after King
and Brazaitis 1971).




Alligatorinae lineage
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Mississippi, or American, alligator
(Alligator mississippiensis)

estuarine, or saltwater, crocodile
(Crocodilus porosus)
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Crocodylinae lineage




Gavialinae lineage
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World Distribution
Mostly tropical (20 sps) few sub tropical (2 sps)

Asia 7
Australia p.
Africa 3

South America 5
North America p.
Central America 3



Metabolism

 Ectothermic

- Body temperature ranges between (25-35°C)
26-37°C, 2.2°C higher in adult

* Metabolic rate approximately 60 times lower than
humans

» Slower heart rate (24-45 at 28°C, 15-16 at 18°C)



Diet and Nutrition

» carnivorous — mostly nocturnal hunters

* often scavenge on dead and decaying animals

» grasp prey with sharp teeth and thrash to
dismember

* major prey mammals, birds, fish, invertebrates
such as crab

* normal intake 3-5% of the total body weight

e rate of digestion depends on atmospheric temp.

* gastroliths present



Reproduction

* Oviparous

* Mound nests or hole nests

« 25-60 eggs

*60-75 days incubation period

« Parental care by females and males

* All have TSD
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